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MR. PITTS CASE. | when, in short, we find, that there was a 





(Continued from p. G80) } Complete connivance on the part of Mr. 
The ruiap and last proposed head of dis- | Pitt also, we cannot be much at a loss with 
cussions was, Mr. Pitt's comniving at the | regard to the motives, by which that gentle- 


man was actuated, when he so anxiously be- 
sought the house not to characterize such a 
commivance as. “* a gross violatien of the law 
“and a high breach ef duty.”-——By ad- 
verting to the amendments, which Mr. Pitt 
proposed to iatroduce into the resolution of 
censure on Lord Melville, we find that he 


withdrawiag of naval money from the Bank | 
of England, to be lodged at the banking | 
shop of Coutts and Company, and, of course, | 
to be made use of for purposes of private | 

| 





emolument. By the partizans of Mr. 
Pitt, it has, all along, been asserted, that de 
Kuew nothing of the illegal proceedings of | 
Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter. Mr. Pitt | was very strenuous im his endeavours to have 
himself, however, appears to have been con- | tlie words ‘‘ das deem Guitty of @ gross 
cious of this mistake; and, to this consci- *< vtolation.of the lew and a high éreack of 
ousness we may, probably, attribute some “* dxty’’ left out, and to cause to be inserted 
in their stead, “‘ has avted comirary to the 
| “ i~rention of the law; by which he ob- 
| viously wished to convey, as the opinion of 
| 


part at least of that anxiety, which, on the 
Sth of April, he discovered with respect to 
the modification of the resolution of censure. 
That resolution states, ‘‘ that Lord Mel- | the house, that the conzwence, in which it 
‘* ville; having been privy to, and contived | now appears he was a participator, arose 
“* at, the withdrawing from the Bank of | froma want of Amowing, or, at least, recol- 
“England for purposes (as acknowledged | /ecting, what was the real wéention of the 
‘ by Lord Melville) of private interest or | law. This the reader should keep in mind ; 
‘‘ emolument, to Mr. Trotter, sums issued | because, the proposition haviag been reject- 
“to him as Treasurer of the navy, and | ed by the house of commons, they, in ef- 
‘< placed to his aceount at the Bank, accord- | fect, decided for Mr. Pict as well as tor Lord 
“ ing to the provisions of the 25 Geo. III. | Melville, that the connivance did not pro- 
“< Ch. 31; Aas teen guilty of a gross viala- ceed from any want of tntormation as to the 
“© tion of thelaw and a high breach of duty.” | intention of the law. But, of this we shall 
Here it is evident, that the having been | have occasion to say more, aftet hav ing 
privy te, and connived at, the withdrawing | stated the substance of the evidence 98, M:. 
ot naval money from the bank, contrary to | Raikes. That gentleman informed the com- 
the act, and for purposes of private emolu- mittee (seethe whole of his evidence in p. 
ment, constituted, in the opinion of the | 809 to 872, present volume), that, in the 
mover of the resolution, the guilt of Lord | year 1797, being then governor of the bank 
Melville, which opinion finally appeared to éf England, he *‘ told Mr. Pit, then First 
“< Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of 

find, that Mr. Pitt was informed, duly in- | ‘* the Exchequer, that he-had heard, at the 
formed, informed. by the governor of the | << bank, that same morning, that the Trea- 
bank of England, solong agoastheyear1797, | °° surer of the De AY eaeed of 

: ; 23st. Compan 
c Nauk tobe edged ate porate shop; |< the bank, where he (Mr. Raikes) under 
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engage his-attention. “< I have a general 
‘* recollection,” says he before the select 
comnilttce,;- ** that Mr. Raikes took some 
“€ pecusten- béiadENTION to me, that ke de- 
“ ieved savns were drawn from the bank to 
“ a Jarger amount than he supposed to be 
a MeCESSATYs &c? ke.” Mr, -Raikes's evi- 
cence is quite different from this. Mr. 
- aikes-says positively, he told Mr. Pitt, that 
he diad been informed by Mr. Giles, the late 
Governor of the bank; and by Mr. New- 
land. the Cashier, not that sums “* /arger 
then wete necessary” were drawn from the 
bank, but that the ‘Treasuzer of the Navy 
now kept his cash at Coutts’s instead of 
ere it at, the bank, and that nary 
ee were now poid at Coutis'’s instead of 
being paid by drafts + i the bank ; and 
this he expressly says, he reminded Mr. Put, 
was tn violation of: the act of parliament. 
‘* But,” says Mr. Pitt, no memorandum, or 

«<- document of any sort“was given to me.’ 
To this let us, before we proceed further, add 
what, upon this part of the subject, he said 
in iis defence in the House ot Commons, 
ot the 14th instant. ‘* When gentlemen,” 
said he, ‘* speak of the attention to be given 
“to any communication, it is surely not 
“asking too much that they shall keep in 
*€ view the circumstances under which the 
«“ communication took place, the degree of 
«« authenticity which it may rezsonably be 
«< supposed to possess, the character of the 
* individual by whom it is‘communicated, 
“* andthe probability that what has been com- 
‘* municated is consistent with truth. Now, 
‘© with regard to this communication of 
* Mr. Raikes, I must be permitted to ob- 
“* serve, that it was not made in his capacity 
‘© of Governor of the Bank of England. t 
‘¢ was not-given as a statement derived from 
‘* his own knowledge, but one obtained from 
¢¢ the information of others, It was not ac- 
*€ companied ty.any documents. It was not: 
** repeated under circumstances more strik- 
*© ing than when originally produced, ‘Tak- 
. re, pomearionn then, all the circurnstances 
*« of «the case, and calling the attention of 
- *©theHonse-to what appears in my evidence 
«*: before the ‘comumittee; 1 hope that there 
*{:¥wiill bemosease found for that 
.] e.mot ene ‘instance led my 
| wai e ec in that confidential 
-efijoyed, Metres 
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pleteleve, that the intelligence came to him 
in @ woiyathat rémderei Gr little calculated to 


seneral character, and the veracity in this 
particular iustancé, of Mr. Raikés. ‘Bhe 
House, he Sa, should keep in view the de- 
gree of authenticity which the information 
might bé reasonably supposed to Possess ; 

the character of the informant ; the prota. 
bility of the truth of his information. But 
the House knows, that the information was 
true; and, it was for Mr, Pitt to-discern, 
that there was a great protetility-of its be- 

ing true, especially as he knew, that;- at the 
suggestion of the person accused by, Mr. 

Raikes, 40,0001. had been illegally with- 


drawn from the bank, in order:'to...-..° 


to ** aecommodate ;” yes,. to ** accommo- 
date” twomembers of parliament, just as 
the first session of a new parliament was 
about to commence. ‘There were “‘ ro do- 
“ cuments.” In his evidence, he says that 
“* no memorandum, or document of any sort 
“ was given him.” In his subsequent de- 
fence in the House, he says, ‘* the informa- 
‘* tion was not accompanied with any do- 
“* cuments.”” Much stressis laid, too, up- 
on the circumstance of Mr. Raikes, the 


Governor of the Bank, not having given the . 


information in his official capacity. _" 
‘* must,” says he, in- his speech above 
quoted, “‘ be permitted to observe, that the 
‘*-communication of Mr. Raikes was not 
“« made in his capacity as Governor of the 
‘“< Bank.” The Select Committee, observe, 
too, in their report, that though Mr. Raikes, 


-at the time he gave the information, had oc- | 


casion to hok! ofiicial intercourse with Mr. 
Pitt by authority of the bank, he did not 
give the information, ti i * the official tu- 
“ siness was over.” ‘This distinction is very 


nice indeed. He was the Governor of the — 


Bank; he went to Mr Pitt as Governor of 
the: Bank ; but the moment he began, to 


talk of = Ticlsfion of the law on the part of © 


Lord Melville, he ceased to be, or, at least 
to be considered as, Governor of the Bank, 
though he was communicating information 
relative tothe concerns of the bank with the 
treasurership of the navy! Could he, will 


any man say that he could, be considered in ° 


any other light than that of Governor of 
the Bank? (The Select Committee, that se- 
dulous committee, .¢eem-to have — 
importance to this-distinction - 
‘in the-person of Mr. Raikes. They 
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individual, “ I cannot’ say,” replitd he, 
“* guite as'an mdividual ; 1 was Governor of 
“‘ the Bank at the timeJ learned it at the 
‘* Bank, and I mentioned it to Mr. Pitt, be- 
“* ing Governor of the Bank.” And, upon 
being asked, whether he afterwards en- 
quired, whether any steps had been taken, 
in consequence of his communication ta Mr. 
Pitt, he answers; ‘I looked upon it, that 
‘* having made the matter kacwn to the 
** Chancellor of the Exchequer, i/ was in 
‘© the hands-of the person most competent to 
“* set any thing right that might. Le wrong 
“* im the business.’ -To be sure! But, then, 
who will deny that the communication 
was official? ‘The fact is, that this mise- 
rable subterfuge. has been hitched upon 
the wrong horn, it being no matter what 
Cipacity Mr. Raikes spoke in, so that the 
person he spoke to was in an official capacity, 
connected with the expenditure, or custody, 
of the public treasure. If, indeed, the in- 
formant had been a persor, unknown to Mr. 
Pitt, or known to-be a person who, from 
either his character or situation, was worthy 


of. little notice ; if he had been 4.man who. 


had brought a mere.report picked up at a 
coffee-house or in a. stage-coach ; then one 


might have easily found an excuse for Mr.. 


Pitt in letting the matter drop after a mere 
mention: of it to Lord Melville. Bat, I 
think it quite impossible for any one to look 
upon Mr. Raikes in this light, even sup-. 
posing his capacity as governor of the bank 


to be left entirely out of sight. All that was.. 


required in the informant, ta. induce the 


Chancellor of theExchecuer, to make a strict | , 
| this, yet, I think, that even these persons 


enquiry into the matic:, was, that he should 
be a person known to be likely to speak the 
truth, and to have obtained tolerably accurate 
information 2s to the matter in question. 
‘There was no official capacity required. His 
capacity of one cf the people gave Mr. 
Raikes a full right to communicate the in- 
formation, and any one ofthe many capa- 
cities of Mr. Pitt rendered it his bounden 
duty to make an énqury into ite truth: . But, 
there was © no memorandum ;” there was 
** no document of any sort,” accompanying 
the. information.. And, what. would have 
been the use of documents? Of what could 

ey have consisted? In the case.of Boyd 


and Benfield Mr. Pitt wanted no documents 


to induce him to act! Way, “ it did not 
“« occur to. himi.as necessary” to make, or 
cause to be made, any record, or minute 






S. at cilterel " 
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Joan-jobbers ask for an accommodation " 
out of the public money, he hesitates riot a 
moment; asks for no pro@f of any public 
good that is to proceed from the grant ; says 
not aword to any of his colleagues ; and, 
when the loan is made, thinks it not at all 
necessary to cause the slightest trace of the 
matter to. be lett any wherein existence. 
** J should” (said he in his defence, on, the 
14th instaut, speaking of the Joan to Boyd 
and benfield) “* I should certainly have felt 
‘* that I had deserted my duty to my Sove- 
““ reign, to this House, and to the public, 
“ if Lhad, for fear of violating a particular 
** form, not possessed fortitude enough to do 
‘‘ what I conceived the highest interests, 
‘* not of this kingdom merely, bat of En- 
“* rope, required.” Noy, supposing it not 
to have been clearly proved that public utility 
was a mere pretext for the violation of the law 
in this instance ; supposing there still to be 
persons so weak as to believe, or so profli- 
gate as to affect to believe, that the public 
credit was thereby preseryed ; supposing 
that the ‘‘ Aighest interests’ of this. king- 
dom and of all Europe required a loan of 
40,0001. to be lent, secce'ly, by the mi- 
nister, out of the. public money, to two 
members of parliament just at the eve of the 
opening of the session ; supposing a notion 
like this to have gotten complete possession 
of the brains of those wiseacres, who (from 
the gallery I mean, of course) listened to 
the speech and applavded the ‘‘ fortitude ” 
of this political he-c, in his .ncble detianee 





of “ forms,” which his modesty, doubtless, 
prevented him irom calling laws ; supposing 


must wonder, and regret, that this sort of 
‘© fortitude” should have entirely failed h'm 
in the case of Mr. Raikes. Certainly he had, 
in this case, a clearly understood duty to 
perform towards the king and the people ; 


| but, we see, that, unfortunately, he did 


not possess fortitude enough to set ‘* forms” 
at defiance. It was not in his official capacity 
that Mr. Raikesspoke. He did, indeed, ¢e/l 
him of the gross misuse of the public mo- 
ney ;. but, he did not expressly state, that he 
was authorised to tell him so; and, therg- 
fere, so tenacious was the heaven-born mi- 
nister of ‘‘ forms,” that he could not act, 
or, at least, to. any useful purpose; and, 
thus, the abuse continued to the end of Mr, 
Dundas’s Treasurership, and, infact, as we 


-in-law of Mr. Coutts happened .to 
amaheccnist comdidate in the Mee 
ies | ‘When Mr. Pitt is inf freer 
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from the Bank, in violation ef the law, and 
to the, manifest risk and injury of the ‘public, 
he'is as eold as death; cannot move for 
want of oficiat authority.in the informant ; 
waits for documents, as -a constable or jailor 
doés for his warrant or writ, and without 
thems, cannot stir an inch. But, when the 
interest of Boyd and Benfield is the object ; 
when he is asked to lend them a sum of the 
public money, he waits not a moment for 
any thing, calls for no official authority, for 
no dosuments to prove the truth of their 
statements, dashes, at once, through all the 
laws that stand in his way ; and this he has 
the confidenceto cite as a mark of his “ for- 
*« titudéy” of his Camillus-like devotion to. 
the safety of his country! It would, he tells 
tie House. of Commons, have been “ de- 
**serting his duty to his Sovereign, to that 
** Flouse, and to the people” (to the peo- 
ple!), if he had not set all law at defiance in 
order to serve the public by lending the pub- 
li¢ money, without ‘interest, to members of 
parliament; but, when he was called upon 
to serve the public by putting a stop to the 
, Misapplication of\ its Money, his duty com- 
pelled him to wait for formal official infor- 
mation accompanied by documents! A peo- 
ple so insulted, and so. tame under insult, as 
the Envlish now are, exists not, and, I be- 
liéve, never has existed; in the world ! What 
enipty assurance does it discover in “Such a 
people to. affect to pity the French; and, 
sométimes to reproach them with their base- 
hess in submitting to the insolence of Buo- 
maparté! If the French submit to insult, 
they can apologize to themselves, that they 
submit to a great military chief, mot a sash- 
encircled commander of volunteers or of ca- 
tamarans. Posterity will never blame the 
Frénch for bearing patiently with the 
man, who has so widely extended their 
dominions ; who has added’ so immensely 
to their power and their fame, and who has 
brought 
What, therefore, will be the judgment of 
-posterity, as.to the taineuess with which the 
English have born, and still bear, language, 
like that above described, from Mr. Pitt, we 
ean be at no loss’ to determine. But, Jet ‘us 
- ope, and confidently expect, that we shall 
riot leave it to'posterity to deeide this ques- 


tion. “Letus hope to: live to’ see the restora-_ 


tion a ae hee Sa et iene next ex- 
5 for ‘net instituting an ingairy, in con- 


tion, is, 
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“‘ necessary for~carrying on the details of 
** the service was an illegal practice.” Such 
was Mr, Pitt’s statement before the Select 
Committee. It will be seen presently, that 
‘it was impossille for Mr, Pitt to have con- 
ceived, from the information of Mr. Raikes, 
that the withdrawing from the bank was 
confined to ‘* such sums of money as were 
** necessary for carrying on, the details of 
“* the servyice.”’ It will be shown, that it 
was quite impossible that he should have 
conceived such a notion from what Mr. 
Raikes told him; but, first, we must re- 
mark upon the circumstance of his not hav- 
ing ** particularly adverted to the provisions 
*< of the act,” and of its ‘* not occurring to 
“his mind”’ that the practice was unlaw- 
ful; which, with an addition worthy-,of no- 
tice, he thus repeated in his defence in the 
House of Commons, on the 14th instant. 
«© The honourable gentleman thinks it ex- 
‘« traordinary that should not have kept 
“‘ in my recollection that the practice of 
** withdrawing money from the bank and 
*¢ placing it in the hands of a private banker 
** was contrary to the provisions of an ex- 
‘€ press act of parliament. In my evidence 
‘* before the committee, I did mot say that 
“* the att of parliament was not in my re- 
** collection, but only asserted, that I might 
‘« not, at that time, have particwlarly ad- 
“« verted to ail its provisions. I will not 
** now enter into any controversy as to the 
“¢ real construction of the act, but undoubt- 
“* edly it is a grave question, whether the 
“meaning of the act is, that even wher 
“«* the money is Zond :fide drawn out of the 
‘* bank for purposes strictly naval, it may 
‘* not be lodged in the hands of a private 
‘“* banker for the greatér facility to be given 
** to the public service.’’ ‘This “‘ grave 
“ question” Mr. Whitbread -will now do 
well to keep his eye upon ; for, he may rest 
assured, that none of the arts which per- 
verted ‘reason aftords, wil! be. wanting to 
: ear, that, the strict 
a the-law has not been violated by 
Lord Melville, he and his paymaster having 
always taken care, to. draw the money out 
of the tank by the means of those documents 
named and detailed in the actof parliament, 
and the act not having positively and speci- 
fically prohibited the employment of the’ 
money for other than naval purposes after 


it was drawn, out for naval purposes. But, - 


sped eomeraratey pie 

. Pitt's excuse of not having, at the ti 

F. Raikes gave him the information, “‘ par- 
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the act; and, “here we’ must not forget, 
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Mr. Pitt, that the Treasurer of the Navy 
now kept his cash at Coutts’s instead of 
keeping it at the bank, and that the navy: 
bills were paid at Coutts’s instead of being 
paid at the bank;: when he told hint this, 
he reminded him, that the thing complained 
of was contrary to the act of parliament. 
it is hardly credible, that, if Mr. Raikes had 
said nothing about the act of parliament, 
Mr. Pitt should have forgotten it, or that he 
should not‘instantly have particularly ad- 
verted to its provisions, especially those pro- 
visions which were grossly violated in the 
withdrawing of riaval money from the bank; 
but, when Mr. Raikes mentioned the act ; 
when he reminded Mr. Pitt, that it was in 
violatioa of the act that the naval money 
had been transferred from the bank to Mr. 
Coutts’s, will any one believe, that Mr. 
Pitt could fail, at once, to perceive, that the 
provisions of the act-of parliament were di- 
rectly hostile to such a practice ?. I think not; 
and I am persuaded, that no honest man 
will affect to believe it, more especially when 
he recollects -what those provisions are, and 
what were the circumstances’ under which 
this act was passed, The main object of the 
act was to prevent balances frem remaining 
in the hands of the Treasurer of the Navy 
forthe time being, and particularly to prevent 
him, .or*ny one. under him, from making 
any profit of the public money; and, to this 
end, the act provides, that the nayal money, 
after being issued from the. Exchequer and 
before it be paid away, shall not be kept in 
the hands of the Treasurer or any one for 
him ; but shal] be kept in the Bank of Eng- 
land, and shall thence be issued when it is 
wanted for the actual payment of naval ser- 
vices, but not before.* Will any honest 
gman affect to believe, that Mr, Pitt could 
have forgotten these few and plain provisions, 
or that he did not ‘‘ particularly advert"’ to 
them, and that they did not “ occur to his 
f* mind,” when Mr. Raikes informed -him 
ef the transfer’ of the custody of the naval 
money from the bank to Jord Melville's 
private banker's? - Stil], however, there 
might have been some little room for 
doubt, if the act had-been passed at a 
. time when Mr, Pitt was not in office ; or, 
if it had been one of those acts, in the pas- 
sing of which he might be supposed not to 
take any immediate part, Jt is true, as was 
observed by Mr, Wishart, at the Westmin- 
ster meeting, that when‘one of us who 
have no political power to shelter us, com- 
fait a breach of the law, of, in some cases, 


_* See the act, Register, present vdlume, 
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know of such commission in others withdtit 
giving information thereof, we are hot Al- 
lowed to: plead our ignorance of, the Jaw, 
though there be, of the written laws only, 
more than forty thick and close, pripted 
volumes. We will, however, allow, that 
with a maker of the Jaw, and particularly a 
minister and a heaven-born one too, igno- 
rance of the lawis, where it can be sup- 
posed to exist, a good and valid plea; ,but, 
this is not one of the cases, in which that 
plea could be admitted ; for, it cannot be 
supposed, that Mr. Pitt was ignorant of any 


introduced the actinto parliament, and that, 
too, as has befote been shown * with a loud 
boast of superior privity and economy, and 
with the intention distinctly expressed by 
him, ‘* of preventing, in future any of the 
“« naval money from teiig kept in the hands 
* of the Treasurer. of the Nayy, and of 
‘* preventing any part thereof from being 
‘© drawn from the lank until wanted for 
‘* naval purposes,” .This was the intention 
of the act, ag described by himself, when, 
on the 17th of February, 1785, he first. pro- 
posed it to the House of Commons, What 
honest man, therefore, will affect to be- 
Jieve, that when Mr. Raikes told him of-the 
Treasurer of the Navy's keeping his cash 
and paying off navy bills at Mr, Coutts’s 
instead.of at the bank ; what.man, not lost 
to all sense of decency as well as of honesty, 
wil] affect to believe, that, when .this..was 
told to Mr, Pitt, it ‘* did not occur to his 
‘¢ mind,” that the practice of withdrawing 
money from the bank to lodge it witha 
private banker, for whatever purpose, was 
a violation of the law ?———But, we are told, 
by Mr, Pitt and his partizans, that, though 
he did not, in consequence of the informa- 
tion of Mr. Raikes, institute a regular en- 
quiry into the conduct of Lord Melville re- 
lative to the practice complained of, he 
spoke to Lord. Melyille upon the subject, and 
received from him “ in conversation such a 


that larger sums were drawn from the 
‘ bank than were necessary for carrying on 
‘¢ the detail of the service in payments to 
‘€ individuals." Uponthis statement, though, 


| loose, he says, he relied, He was so far 
satisfied with it, that he made no furth 
enquiry, He does not, recollect how long 
it’ was after he receiyed.Mr, Raikes’s infer 
mation before he communicatedit to Lar 
Melville ; but thinks, “ that it was prolably, 


———— 


# See present yolume, p. 509 and 570, 








part of the law in question. He himself 


‘* general statement as satisied him, that ' 
« the Treasurer of the Navy did not Lelieve,, 


‘as the reader will perceive, yery general and, 
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“* with Lim, when their attention was not 


** engaged by other pressing business.” Thus | 


endcavosring to give to the matter an air of 
as little consequence as possible. But, will 
the reader-believe, that ‘‘ the general state- 
§* mént of Lord Melville,” ought to have 
satisfied, or did satisfy, Mr. Pitt? Will he 
believe, that Mr. Pitt was so easily to be 
deceived, upon such apoint, by Lord Mel- 
ville or by any body else, especially after 
what he himself had been privy to?..... 


Perceiving that this enquiry, including the ; 


singular conduct of Lord Harrowly, would 
ead to a greater extent than I have now 
room for, I shall postpone it till my next, 
- and conclude, for the present, with re- 
vetting, (for the purpose of correcting an 
error in my last) iothe subject of the loan 
to. Boyd and Benfield. In page 935, in 
shewing the improbability of the statement, 
‘upon which it was pretended the ‘ ac- 
** commodation ” was given to those pa- 
triotic yobbers,, it was said, in.order to prove 
that, according. to even the amended evi- 
dence of Mr: Drammond, the paper of 
- Boyd could have been discounted elsewhere 
than at the Treasury of Somerset House, 
that the bills, which it is said, were taken 
from Boyd asa security for rep2yment to the 
- government, were, ia part, at very short 
dates. These are the words : “‘ Of the bills 
** about 11,001. oyt of ihe 40,0007. were 
' “ payable at the Treasury or the Victualling 
** Office, on the'28th of October, and on the 
- © 1ithand 20th of November, nextfollowing, 
**« which, as was before observed, left them 
. only from six weeks to (wo months to 
‘* run.”” The error I allude to is this: in- 
‘stead of about 11,000/. out of the 40,000/. 
‘it should have been, ALL BUT atout 
11,000 /. of the 40,0002. there being 


“only eleven thousand pounds of the bills’ 


which were not at the short dates above- 
specified. The correcting of this error, 
which is very material, has led me to dis- 
cover an omission connected therewith. By 
' that ‘f respectable’ Jew, Mr. Abraham Gold- 
-smid, who lentOQld England hiskind assistance 


' inthe emission andcirculatian of the wind Litls, — 


- accepted by Mr. George Glenny, that other 

most ‘f ¢ctable”’ ‘and patriotic person, 
‘ who says that he lent his name to. the bills, 
' in order the better to *! disguise the trans- 
) the eyes of the: people; by 


ee * Jew, or * 
~ Mr. 


gentleman,” as 


Thornton, whom, as Mr. Burke said by 


called him, and by that’ no less. 
“ respectable gentleman,” . My. : Samuel’. 


S 





he believe,. that Mr. Pitt a 
the effect which @refusal to ‘accommodate 


‘Boyd. would haye-produced ? carey “ae 
in-the ‘negative, .he may~safely- be left t 
form his own: judgment as to the — mno- 
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“* on the first occasion he had of conversing , these two persons it was stated, that if Boyd 


and Benfield had failed to pay i their in- 
stalment,-due on the 9th of September, 
1796, great injury might have arisen to the 
public. - Upon-such and such like festimony, 


|. the Select Committee, with Mr. Laycesrer 


at its head, end with Lord Castl h, Sir 
William Scott, Lord Dunlo, ‘Mr. Foster, 
the Master ofihe Rolls, and others as men- 
bers; this committee, upon-the testimony 
aforementioned, reported to the House of 
Commons, that the discount on the scrip 
was, at the time the *‘ accommodation " was 
given, from 13 to 15 per centum:, But, I 
here state as an undeniable fact, that,on-the 
8th of September, the day before the in- 
stalment became due, the discount on scrip 
was at 11+ per centum, . Some days before, 
it had been fluctuating between 13 and 103; 
but, ‘on the 8th it had comedown to 11/, 


| and there it. became steady for some thme. 


Tet the reader. judge, then, whether the 
discounting of 40,9001. of goverpment and 
India bills would have thrown the ‘*‘ money 
‘* market,’” as the Jew and: the Jew-like 
Christians call it, into confusion/ I leave 
him to judge whether the accommodation 
to Boyd and Benfield ‘was -mecessary to 
‘* prevent a great public mischief ;” and, 
asto Mr: Pitt's mot Leing fully ticquainted 
witer the real stat. of the cireumstances, wha 
can, for one moment, believe it?) What! 
Mr. Pitt not acquainted with the state of the 
** money market !" . He-not know the price 
of scrip and the discount upon bills payable 
at the ‘Treasury! He, who, to the utter 
astonishment of his gaping partizans - (in the 
gallery, I mean) runs you off the calculation 
of a tax-on horses fill-he-brings it down and 
fixes it at 14d’a head upon eight, millions 


and a half of people, .in¢luding: the bed- 


ridden aged, and the sucking: babies, and 
does this'as glibly, too, as your little daugh- 


-ter shall repeat you the history of the House 


that Jack. built ! What! Mr. Pitt, .“* the 
‘© first financier in the world,’ umacquaini- 
ed: with the means. and measures. of the 
«* monéy market !” He, who seems to have 
been fashioned e sly for the-eounting- 
house and the ‘change, He, awhose ‘head is 
an interest book !. He; -who»istactually the 


| enyy of all the stock-brokers-and merchants 
clerks in»London! -Will.any-one? «1 pet 


the question directly to the-reader.-, Does 


ied as to 


was given. (To be concluded im the net 


Paul Benfield, I name but to honour; by | sheet) 


¢ 
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** secution. 
 ** were called on by the present motion to 


-* ed the name of a surprise ! 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST LogD MELVILLE. 
—— When, in the Register of the 15th in- 


stant, p. 923, after giving an accoutit of | 


the proceedings of the 13th, it was observ- 
ed, that, ' ‘as‘Lord Melville is now before 
** a court of justice, we must, for the pre- 
** sent Jeave him ;” when this observation 
was made, few persons, not closely con- 
nected ‘with Mr. Pitt and Lord Meiville; 
could have imagined, that, previous to trial, 
Lord Melville would have been taken out of 
the Court of justice, by a vote of the House 
of Commotis, rescinding the vote which had 
Just then passed, and which had produced 
so much satisfaction in every part of the 
country, and amongst every description of 
persons, excepting those only who, either 
directly “or indirectly, either aciually or in 
expectancy, share in the plunder of the 
public. On the 25thiustant, however, Mr. 
Leycester, who had been, as the reader will 
not have forgotten, the chairman of the Se- 
lect Committ: e, gave notice, that he should, 
on the next day (a notice of only 24 hours) 
make a motion for rescinding the resolution of 
the 13th; that is to say, the resolution, 
which was then passed in the fullest House 
ever known, for ordering the Attorney Ge- 
neral to commence a criminal prosecution 
against Lord Melville, in the court of King’s 
Bench! Upon this extraordinary and un- 
expected step, I -shall quote the observa- 
tions of some of the members of the House, 
beginning with those of Mr. Banxes. 
“* There were,”’ said he, “ here two ques- 
** tions for the consideratién of the House, 
** and he had heard nothing like a reason ad- 
** duced in support of either. In the first 
** place, they were required to substitute 
** Impeachnient instead of a Crim‘nal pro- 
The other thing which they 





** do, was, however, of a more serious na- 
“* ture. They were called on to do away 





_ a decision of ‘that House pasf within the 


** last fortnight : and on what sort of notice. 
** -was this extraordinary cal] made on them? 
“‘ On a notice*which more properly deserv- 
In what sort 
“ of House had the resolution to which they 
“« were thus‘called on to rescind bgen pass- 


~* ed? In the most crowded House which 
-** any man now in j 


t recollected to 


** have seen assembled. Yet, on ‘a notice 
** of 24 hours, was the House called on to 


: do away the vote of that night. If such 


‘* a doctrine were once tolerated, there were’ 


~““ no limits to ‘be assigned it.. There was 


“ no proceeding, however important, which 


** might not be overturped in 24 hours, If 


? 


ee 
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the Tinpeachment were this night ‘voted, 
it‘also imiglit -b@ dene away Within’ the 
next 34 hours; ‘and ‘that, ‘tooy at a fime 
when most of the members Who ‘had 
constituted the Honse’ which passei? the 
resolution had retired into the country on 
their private business, litde dreamin: of 
any attempt of the kinds That ‘in’ tact 
Was the case here. The learned gentle- 





' man yesterday gave notice-of his inten- 


tidn to move, that the Howse was'this 
night called on to agree, in reversing one 
of the most important decisions of ‘the 
session, at a period of the year when 
more than one half of the members had 
left town. What would people out! of 
doors think parlioment were about,’ if, 
without any reason alleged, they altered 
what they had done by so deliberate and 
serious a vote of that House after a pain- 
ful discussion of two days ?>—$The bon. 
member then proceeded to inquire-——— 
Hod nothing new come out before the 
Select Committee to warrant the House 
in proceeding farther than the resolutions 
originally adopted ? Had nothing new 
come out in the defence of the noble Jord 
himself? Yet had gentlemen who were 
of opinion that the original resolutions 
were necessary and proper, and that far- 
ther proceedings ought afterwards to be 
had, the happiness to find the hon. and 
learned gentleman whe made the present 
motion voting with them, concurring in 
every endeavour to discover abuses and 
peculations, and to, punish delinquency ? 
Had not he, and all his friends, 
uniformly reprobated the steps which the 
House had taken, and charged then with 
being premature and severe in the mea- 
sures which they had adopted? Was not 
what the hon. and Jearned gentleman now 
asked of the House’ completely in the face 
of his former declared sentiments? Yet 
his meaniag, if he had any, must now 
be supposed to amount to this, that when 
in opposition to hisopinion, it had been 
determined by the House that further pro- 
ceedings should be had, he all at once be- 
came completely anxious to instruct the 
House in the most effectual mode of ac- 
complisbing that to which he himself had 
been disinclined. But when the hon. 
member found the hon. and learned mov- 
er formally maintaining that no ulterior 
punishment ought to be thought of, he 
thought it became his duty to suspect the 
sincerity of the hon. movers intentions, 
and. to believe, that instead of giving fa- 
cility to, it was meant to impede the in- 


vestigation which the House had resolyed 
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ec 


suould be proceeded in. He hoped, how- 
ever, the House would act up to its own 
character in adhering to the mode of, pro- 
ceeding already agreed to.. He was satis- 
fied, that in our courts, justice would be 
administered, and if a jury of independ- 
ent country gentlemen should feel them- 
selves at liberty to acquit the noble lord, 
he, for ene, would feel the most sincere 
pleasure in the circumstance. The hen. 
member pro¢eeded to shew, that from the 
dilatory nature of impeachments, and the 
advaiitage both to the law and to the per- 
sons accused, that a speedy decision should 
be come to, that if not otherwise unfit 
for a jury, that mode was. preferable to 
Lnpeachment. The prejudice which per- 
vaded the country, he maintained, could 
not have any effect. The great length to 
which challenges of jurors was allowed by 
the law, would nearly remove any objec- 
tion of the kind; added to which, a spe- 
cial application might be made, if it ap- 
peared that circumstances rendered it ne- 
cessary. ‘The jury would not be xu com- 
mon one, but composed of the gentlemen 
of the county, equally qualified with 
that House to form a judgment on the 
case. ‘The objection, however, suppos- 
ing it tobe a good one, was equally ap- 
plicable to the move now urged by the 
hon. * arid: Jearned ‘gentleman. In the 
House of Peers would be found persons 
by favour and friendship attached to the 
noble lord, and therefore equally impro- 
per to be his judges. On the other 
hand, there, too, he must expect to find 
many, Who,. ashe himself had declared, 
had at county meetings too made speeches 
against him, and had thereby prejudged 
hi? cause. In short, there even more 
than in a court of law, the House must 
expect to find his partial friends and his 
political opponents, both equally disqua- 
lified’ from being his judges. An argu- 
ment much insisted on by an hon. and 
learned gentleman, (the Solicitor Gene- 
ral), was, that a greater number approv- 
ed of the Impeachment than of the Cri- 
minal Information. He begged, how- 
ever, to warn the House against allowing 
themselves to be Jed away by such an ar- 
gument.” For, to what did it amount? 
He was aware that many gentlemen did 
not wish to trust the Attorney General in 
this matter, and preferred Impeachment, 
that it might remain in their own hands. 
And what was this but equalizing the ob- 
jection ? ‘ By adopting the Impeachment 
now, they would be following the recom- 
mendations'and suggestions of those who 








had uniformly endeavoured to screen 
Lord Melville, and to avaid all inquiry ; 
who were alike enemies to a Criminal In- 
formation or Impeachment; and who it 
was reasonable to believe now. recom- 
mended the. latter, not from any predi- 
lecticn for Impeachment, but from a de- 
sire to de away all punishment, He saw 
many more chances of the ends. of justice 
being disappointed by following Impeach- 
ment. He earnestly entreated the House 
not to do away a mode of proceeding by 
which the ends ef substantial. justice 
would be attained, particularly at the in- 
stigation of those gentlemen who had all 
along opposed the. different reselutions 
which had been come to, and had re- 
proached them with not consulting the 
ends of substantial justice. Had the pre- 
sent attempt been made in as full a House 
as that in which the resolution for a Cri- 
mina] Prosecution was carried, he knew 
well it would have shared the fate it me- 
rited. Now it was made at a period when 
it could hardly have been in the contem- 
plation of any one that such a thing was 
“* intended. Indeed it was impossible to 
‘“* believe that such was in agitation even 
among the friends of the hon. and learned 
mover himself four days ago; else why 
should the Attorney General have thought 
it necessary to ask instructions how to 
conduct the Criminal Prosecution ?” Even 
this he conceived to be a novel.and ex- 
traordinary preceeding, and one of which 
the journals of the House did not furnish 
a parallel. He was conyinced had proper 
notice of this motion been given, incon- 
convenient as it might be for members to 
‘* attend, they still would have attended to 
“* resist it. Jf the motion was carried, it 
‘* was impossible to say where things might 
‘« stop. They would indeed stop at nothing. 
We might in a fortnight see.a motion in- 
troduced for restraining the Impeach- 
“* ment altogether,”-———This speech of Mr. 
Bankes was, as it merited to be, received by 
the House with every mark of attention and 
applause. “It expressed the sentiments of 
the people; sentiments firmly settled in 
their minds, and not to be remeved by any 
thing that can ‘be either said or written by 
the partizans of Mr. Pitt and Lord Melville. 
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To the speech of Mr. Banks, it willbe pro- 


ead add an extract from that of Mr. Wind- 
am, of Mr. Whitbread, and of Mr. Fox ; 
for, upon’ so momentous a. question, every 
one who‘has.the means, should use them to 


“his utmost, to'give the public a full view of. 





all the. circumstances——Mr. WinpHan 
said, that ‘ the precedent which the adop- 
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serve to establish, would be a prece- 
dent, in fact, that would tend to render 
the most solemn decisions of the House 
unsteady and imsecure. If a proceeding 
of a nature so novel were really thought 
necessary by any party in the House, it 
would have been but decent and respest- 
ful towards the House on their part, to 
have taken another mode of proceeding. 
They should at least have given a reason- 
able notice. Indeed, in his opinion, no- 
thing of the kind ought to have been at- 
tempted without a call of the House. In- 





stead of taking this course, a mode of | 


| 6¢€ 


proceeding had been resorted to, that-if 
successful, would, there was too much 
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tion of the motion before the House would 
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ground to fear, bring scandal en the | 


House. His character could not, in his 


apprehension, fail to suffer much in pub- 


lic estimation if such a proposition were 
adopted. Gentlemen should bear in mind 
that it was not Lord Melville alone, but 
that House, that was on trial. upon. this 
occasion, and the character of both would 
be decided by the result. Lord Melville 
had, by his imprudence, to say the least 
of him, brought that House into such a 
situation, that it peculiarly. behoved gen- 
tlemen, as they valued their duty, their 
interest, and their characters, to consider 
how it was to be released, without incur- 
ring suspicion, or justifying blame.” 





Mr. Warrsreap said, that, ‘* he admitted, 
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that, if his ideas had been acted wpon the 
House would have proceeded in the form 
of impeachment, but a contrary decision 
having been adopted, it-ought not on 
light grounds to be relinquished. He 
would not deny that the mode ‘prescribed 
by the House was attended with some 
difficulties, but they were not such as to 
justify the Attorney General in bringing 
forward any proposition for specific in- 
structions toregulate hisconduct. . If he 
was not prepared to fulfil the wishes. of 
Parliament, after the general instructions 
he had received, than he was unfit longer 


to discharge the important duty which he 


was now called.on to discharge. It was 
the business and the duty- of the learned 
gentleman todo justice betwixt the noble 
Jord and the public, -and if he conceived 
that he-could not afford this justice, and. 


if he felt that this justicd could not be} |. 


obtained in his hands, then it was what 
fairness. required that a business of 0. 
much interest should-go into other ew 
nagement.——It was a very strange 0b- 
jection to-this criminal prosecution, that 





ithad been agreed tos only by the eel 
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ponderance of. about forty or fifty mem- 
bers, in opposition to the general sense of 
the House. This objection was the more 
wonderful, when it was recollected, thiat 
out of a House, consisting of nearly five 
hundred members, no fewer than two 
hundred and thirty-eight were found to 
support the criminal prosecution. To 
talk, then, of the real sense of the House 
not having been declared, was fo assert 
what was totally contrary to the actual 
state of the case. How the specific nuth- 
ber of forty-three, whose influence had 
been so much alluded to, had acted, he 
would not now decide. Whether it was 
the influence of one part of the cabinet 
played off against the other, he would not 
then stop to ascertain, but at all events 
the House had nothing to do with these 
contests. It wasenough to know, that 
after the gravest deliberation, resolutions 
of the highest consequence were passed 
against Lord Melville for his misconduct 
in one of the highest offices in the state. 
If forty-three members did decide this 
momentous question, this was no proof of 
the imprudence of the vote of the House, 
or of the inconsistency of the individuals 
composing that body; they acted from 
the impulse of honourable sentiment, én 
a great publie question, and their decision 
had diffused throughout the country the 
utmost degree of satisfaction. ‘To reverse 
the decision of the House now, was'a 
yery indecent and unealled for proceed- 
iug. Many members were absent, whose 
opinions could not, at this period of the 
session, be again collected. In aor 
view of the subject, therefore, though 
originally inclined to prefer the mode of 
proceeding -by impeachment, he should 
vote against the motion of the learned 
gentleman, from a conviction of the dan- 
gerous consequences of disturbing a s0- 
lemn decision of the House, obtained af- 
ter the fullest consideration of al! the 
circumstances connected with this in- 
teresting question.”"——The speech of: 





Mx. Fox is entitled to particular attention. 
Imperfect as the repart of it, doubtless is, if 
wil] sufficiently show what were the grounds, 
upon which he opposed the proposition be- 


fore the House. é 
the reader's attentive perusal of it. 


[ heg leave’ to request 





He said, that “ the question, in every. 
« point of view in which he could consi- 
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der it, as connected with “the cause of 
the country ; °a% affecting the dignily 
‘and consistency of the proceedings of 
that house; as involving in it various 
considerations of the greatest moment, {f 
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we appeared to him to require the utmost 
“« attention. Before he came to what he 


Hh rded as the material objections to the 
7 itiow which had been offered to the 
Sec 


» he would say a few words as to 
“* the notiée which had been given. It was 
“* said, that notice had been given a week 
** age in effect, bh not in form. That 
** possibly might have been the case, and 
“* that notice was certainly as good as the 
* notice of yesterday, which certainly 
_ “* would not have been given, unless for the 
.“* purpose of lessening, in some degree, 
““€ the monstrous scandal of the proceeding 
** which was now pressed upon the House. 
*« The Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor 
“* had gone into avery accurate comparison 
of dates, and had endeavoured to prove, 
that it was impossible that.the motion 
could be earlier brought forward. But was 
it necessary that he. should put it off a 
whole week ? Why did he ngt, as soon 
as he had perceived his error, which he 
supposed he had as soon as he awoke in 
the morning, take the first opportunity 
which offereditself afterwards, to move for 
a revisal of the proceedings ? When he 
perceived that he placed Lord Melville 
** jn a situation disgraceful to hinaself, why 
** was not the notice of motion given when 
“‘ the members were at their posts, and 
** when it would not be liabie to the suspi- 
“ cion which must now attach upon it, not 
“* only in the Howse, but throughout the 
** entire Kingdom? it was not however, 


“<¢ 


«ec 


«¢ 


«¢ 


«ce 


«¢ 


** upon so paltry an objection as the mere 
** want of a out cient notice that he princi- 


pally rested, it was upon great and im- 
portant constitutional grounds. If the 
motion proposed -by the hon. and learned 
gentleman should be adopted, what se- 
curity, he would ask, was there, that any 
motion which should be ever carried 
against a minister may not be rescinded? 
The right hon. gentleman says, wa#'there 
** any notice of the amendment for a’ erinti- 
** nal prosecution given ? Why no, and 
“* for this reason: no form of procéeding 
‘* had at the time been adopted, ané@“it was 
** competent to any gentlemen to stggest 
“* that form which seemed tohim best gaapted 
to meet the exigency of the cass; and to 
secure the ends.of justice. But what was 
the «motion of to-night? A right hon. 
gentleman gives notice, that he will move 
‘** to exclude part of a proceeding which 
** has been sanctioned by the House ; he 
' gives notice that he wil] move, that the 
** part ef the charges which -applies to Jelli- 
“ a + a 
t< t ¢ 


€é 
«é 
ee 
ac 


‘should net be proscecuted by 
ttorney-General, and the honour-! 
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« ‘able géutleman steps forward, and moves 
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* to substitute an impeachnient for ff which 
has ho connexion whatever with the sub- 
ject. So much forthe ‘point of notice. 
The fight honourable gentleman si¥s, the 
majority of the House approved df the 
proceeding’ by tmpeachment;~ that he 
would deny: If they did,* why was it 
not carried? “Fhe question was'not upon 
the propriety “of Otte’ proceeding ‘more 
than another; -tt-was, whether certain 
words ‘should stand “patt ‘of a‘ motion. 
How were the opinions of gentlemen to 
be collected ‘but tron their votes or their 
speeches ? If the right hon. gentleman, 
who did ‘not ¢peak on the question, was 
for the impeachment, why did ‘he, and 
those who acted with him, vote against 
it? Notwithstanding their attempts to 
* stultify themselves now, “he ‘would not 
** consent to give them the advantage of 
this kind of double proceeding. © They 
resisted the impeachment, heé ‘supposed, 
upon the principle that a maz; when two 
measures are proposed to him, atid ne!- 
ther of them agréeable, takes the-worst 
in order to render the whole procéeding 
reliculous and deserving’rejection: As 
to the argunient that’‘many of fhdsé who 
had spoken on his ‘side of the House to 
night approved ‘still of the impeachment, 
why's0' they did, and so did the Jearned 
gentlemen on thé other side of the House, 
and so did the right hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Canning) who sat next him; but that 
he supposed was in him’ only the exercise 
of one-of his usual practicés, and lest he 
should. miss the opportunity of flying at 
the persoris whom he gould not vote with. 
Not bit that there sere objections even 
to the proceeding by impeachment. When 
he cansidered that there were seventy or 
eighty members in “the House of Peers 
who hid been exalie@ ‘to their Seats du- 
ring thé administration” of which Lord 
Melville made @ ‘part, perhaps it would 
‘have been adviseable that ‘he should look 
alittle about him, but’still he would have 
preferred the proceéding by impeachment 
toany other. It may be sdid then, why 
will you not take it now, when it 15 
offered fo you ;) you may“have 200° with 
you, -atid you ‘may bé sure’ of carrying 
it? To this “he would say, “he wot 
rather have-those 43 with him than the - 
200, ‘He ‘did not! like “this uncalled -for 
civility. There ~was-something suspicious 
in their assistanée. © Would he think his 
tax the best? But’ the*sn ~H = 
motion. think it- ‘we Ww 

"To he would say, 
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“* yes, we will trust you as gentlemen, 
** but not. as Members of Parliament.: The 
‘* Right Hon. Gentleman. had afected 4 
“* great veneration -for the determiuation of 
‘« the House, and has proiessed to bow to 
** its decision, But does he bow to its deci- 
‘* sion? The decision of the House was for 


.** a criminal prosecution, and the Right 


** Hon. Gentleman wished to impose - the 


--** proceeding by impeachment upon them, 
-*€ which they had rejected, and which was 
- ** directly contrary to their decision, in fa- 


“< your.of another -proceeding. A great 


** deal had been said. for the purpose of 


** proying that the decision of the House 
** was in “reality the decision of the minori- 
* ty, Suppose the Right Honourable Gen- 


.© tleman should take it im his head to revise 


** this proceeding next week, would he not 
‘* make use of precisely the same argument? 


** Tf the question of to-night be carried, 


‘ there would be an end to the criminal pro- 
es " egetion and by a similar juggle he niight 
‘© get rid of the impeachment, and so let 


-** Lord Melville escape perfectly free. There 


** was nothing to prevent his doing so next 
** waek if he pleased; he would have the 
* same arguments in favour of it, and per- 


-** haps something more in point of numbers. 


**9He : had originally preferred the proceed- 
ing by impeachment, but if he were ask- 


- £© ed which he liked best now, he would 


** take the prosecution in preference to im- 
** peachment, and for this reason, that the 
** House had so decided. ‘The appointment 
** of managers was a consideration of .ditli- 
and great delicacy, 
‘© would like to go into the House of Lords 


. *© with a conviction that he was sent there 


‘© by a majority of that House, which he had 
** reason to suppose was not friendly to the 


- €€ success of the cause with which he was 
- *€ charged. Many inconveniencies were - 
- £* produced by it, and he believed former 
. ** managers had felt the illeffects of it. It 

‘© would damp the ardour of any man in 
- “© such a situation, if, when coming back 


‘§ for instructions to that House, he was to 


_ € be metiat every. turn by persons hostile to 


‘When he consi- 

Sieed of all those on the other 
who seemed absolutely ena- 
the delinquencies of Lord Mel- 
_seemed as. much attached to his 


“© the whole. ar 
** dered the 


** moured 
a¢ ville, 


Fo i miscauduct as the Prince of Orange.was to 


‘* his country, and. decided to div inthe last 
of it; when the very motion: now 


to withdraw, Lord 


entirely from publio justice, he 
"¢¢ “could not, whatever 


original opinion | 


No. person 


aon 


ofawrong.Ja 





“ might have been, butygive it his marked 
‘* disapprotation.. What the motive for 
** bringing it forward might be, he neither 
** knew nor cared, whether to sereen Lord 
‘« Melville, or to trdantph over a political ad- 
** versary. but he. u ould assist in. neither. 
“ Should the House join in it, they would 
** betray the cause ney had engaged ia, and 
** destruy all.the credit whith their former 
‘* proceedings had ebtained for them... ‘The 
‘¢ proceeding by criininal prosecution. had 
** been carried in ene. of the fullest Houses 
“ he ever knew, except two.or three, and 
‘* were they now to rescind, in.a House not 
‘* near so fall, a resolution so deliberately 
‘* discussed, and so solemnly approved? 
‘** Could the House, withany deceney, be 
‘* called upon to revise its decision? If re- 
‘* vision werg necessary, adjourn.the ques- 
“« tion, not until Monday, as it was.pre 
“ by an hon. friend of his, but, for. three 
*« weeks, to give time for a call of- the 
“ House; and let all members be brought 
“ up again to reetify the unfortunate mis- 
** takes that-his. Majesty’s ministers have 
‘« made in their votes on this subject.. Be- 
** fore he sat down, he would move the 
** other orders of the day, for the .purpose 
* of. getting rid ofthe motion proposed. 
‘* He was one of those who. thought, that 
‘* so far from Lord Melville.-not being pu- 
‘* nished enough, that he was of opinion he 
‘* had not been punished at all... As to any 
‘« violation of privilege, it was quite out of 
‘* the question. If the lords did not com- 
‘¢ plain’ in Lord Halifax’s.case, it was not 
“« very likely that they would. complaimnow. 
Peers were as subject to be tried for mis- 
** demeanours by ai jury as others... Lord 


'§* Abingdon, and a nobie friend of his (Lord 


‘* Thanet), bad been so tried, and no one 
“« thought proper to say thet the privileges 
‘« of the peers were violated by it, He was 
“* not fond of talking law, ix the House ; 

‘© but, he ‘believed, there was. not ,a great 
‘© lawyer in it who would have any difheul- 
‘* ty in drawing up a sufficient indjetment to 
‘* meet every charge which had been made 
“« against Lord Melville... Was there, he 
‘s would.ask, any lawyer in the courts'who 


was not a -mereber: of, parliament, who 


‘¢ would have any difficulty,in drawing up 
‘such an indietment?. It cowd not be 
‘* supposed that he would be abic to meet 
* the attorney-general vail the techni - 


_£¢ eal difficulties hehad: somoed about laying 


ff Ae vents but he would ask whether the 
-of .the venue would be fatal 

rmation ? prowggn yg! amet 

that: ify, 


f‘s to thei 
‘ral answered -across >the table, 
« would.) Well, then, could not the ip- 
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“¢€ formation be- renewed in some other 
** shape? Let, however, the fate of the, pro- 
** secution be what it may, it was,his con- 
¢* firmed opinion that the House was bound 
** by every principle ef consistency to per- 
¢* severe in the mode it had adopted, with 
** greater deliberation, perhaps, than ever 
*« was brought to bear upon any question 


«< discussed in parliament. ‘To revise their | 


** decision, would be to overturn all their 
** ‘proceedings; and for what? Why, per- 
‘© haps, for the purpose of promoting that 
‘* party triumph to which he had alluded at 
** the commencement of his speech. The 
‘© argument the least’ feeble which he had 
*« heard urged: in favour of it was, that it 
“* would be a proceeding agreeable to Lord 
* Melville, .But had not Lord Melville 
** protested against the judgment of his con- 
** temporaries ? And in stating the possible 


‘© modes of proceeding against him, had he | 


‘* not distinctly stated in that House, that of 
«© the two he would prefer the process by 
‘* criminal information to that by impeach- 
«* ment? How then could it be said that 
** impeachment would be more agreeable to 
«* him? He had heard po one argument in 
** the course of the night to justify, in his 
“* opinion, the rescinding, or. even, the re- 
** consi¢eration of the decision ef the House. 
‘© The motion was subject to the greatest 
* suspicion, and the House was called upon 
** to proceed with the utmost deliberation. 
*« They would run the risk of losing even 
** the little they, had gained in the way of 
‘* prosecution, by revising the proceedings. 
f* No vete would ever be safe, if within a 
f* few days after a sqlemn_. decision of, that 
f* House, any member should be at liberty 
f* to start up and propose to cancel and an- 
f€ nul, at 24 hours’ notice,a resolution which 
f* the House had deliberated for almost twice 
f* that time. It would be an act of levity, 
§* and liableto, the suspicion of something 
£* worse,. which the House was bound in 
§* maintenance of its own honour, its cha- 
§* racter, and a due regard for the dignity of 
{© its proteedings, to reject as dangerous in 
f* the extreme.” Mr. Fox concluded with 
motion forthe Order of the Day, with a 
_yiew of getting rid of the yp exaag of Mr. 


Leycester; and, n a division. taking 
, there dopeanéal Far e amendment of 
Mr. Fok 143, against it 160; leaving a ma- 


wour ef the.ministers and 
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were only 309 members present in the 
whole, and that the measure of rescinding 
was carried, by only 106 voices, 72 less in 
number than the voices by which the mode 
of proceeding by way of eriininak prosecution 
had been sanctioned; only: two-of: those who 
voted in the, majoricy/ before having voted im 


| it now... Upon:a very slight glance at. this 


statement, every one must be convinced, that, 
not only was this new measure carried 

surprise, but that it could not have:been car- 
riedin any other way ——~-On the means re. 


| Sorted to, in order.to obtain this vote, in ors 





der to withdraw Lord Melville from the 
hands of a Judge and Jury, little need beadd- 
ed to what »will be found in the speeches 
quoted. above.; but, it may not -heramiss, 
upon such an occasion to remind the public, 
of the hundreds of instances, in which Mr. 
Pitt has vauntingly appealed to a former vote 
.f. the. House, as being. coriclusive against 
c\ y argument that could be urged as to. any 
thing in opposition to whatever was sanction-~ 
ed by such vote, -For instance, in the de- 
fence of himself, on the 14th instant, when 


the House, too readily in my opinion, grant, 


ed him a.bill of indemnity, he appealed ‘ta 
the vote that was passed in: 1797,.approving 
of, or rather excusing, .his conduct, in ‘send= 
ing money tothe Emperor of Germanyowith- 
out consent of parliament. -It was, amg" 
hard to see any very strong similarity be~ 


tween this case and that of lending the. pub- 


lic money, without interest, to twe'members 
of parliament; but, be that.as. it may, he 
produced it ;, he made his appeal to the .yote 
of 1797; and ‘insisted, thattheHouse was 
bound, in consistency, to excuse his conduct 
in the case of the loan to Boyd and Benfield. 
Thus, when the maxim makes in bis favour, 
the resolutions of the Houseare like ‘the 
laws of the Medes.and Persians ; . no-citeum~ 
stances of time or person can change them ; 
it is no matter whether the resolution refer- 
red to be. of another or of. the same*parlias 
ment ;-but, when a resolution. makes.againist 
him, it can be changed at any time, and; itis 
even amark of inconsistency;and jsconstancy 
not to change it, and to change at, backward 
and forward, too, as. often as it suits:his por- 
pose !——-The argun that ..the’ «recent 
act of rescinding the order for a civilaction 
against Lord Melville:in order: to-make way 
for a. criminal 


of the cause'in which it,wasemployed: The. 
civil aetion was recinded in consequence of | 
the new matter, the new facts-and mew 


‘evidence taken before that Gommittee, thitty, 
all the books and papers had been: dastroyety - 


tion, was well worthy ~ 
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by the help of ‘which books and papers only 
it could be hoped to succeed in a civil action. 


Did any reason of this sort offer itself for’re-"’ 


sciuding the resolution relative to the erimi+ 
nal prosecution > Had any tlew imatter come 
to light to warrant the total change of a mode 
of proceeding fired on by the House; and; 
after’ having fixed on‘which, more than 150 
of the’ members had gone out of town? 
Not only was this measure fixed on by par- 
liament; it-had had upon the nation -at 
large the: effect of a fixed measure. Al! 
those whose loyalty and public spirit had 
urged :them forward in..the war against 
disciplined phalanxes of corruption, had 
laid aside their arms, confident that 
their cause was ‘now — placed beyond 
the powerof those, who had ‘so long, so 
stretiuously, and so fouly beén fighting 
against it’ A remarkable instance of: the 
truth of what is here stated occurred in the 
county of Wilts. In this county, where, it 
is worth observing, there had not been a 
meeting of the same kind held since the 
close of the American war, a requisition was 
made to the sheriff, Sir Richard Colt Hoare, 
to-calb a -coynty meeting, so long ago as 
early ithe month of April; but, he, hav- 
ing, aefew days before the requisition was 
sent to his house, set out on a trip to Wales, 
and dgaving, as he stated at the meeting, 
given a positive and indiscriminating order, 

that no letters should: be forw arded to him 
(for the giving. of which order by a person 
in such an office I shall not pretend to ac- 
count), the m did not take place till 
the 18th of ‘the present month ; when, .at 
the suggestion of Mr. Hussey, it was wna- 
nimously agree 
to bring Lord ‘Melviile to trial before a Judge 
and. Jury, it would: be improper for the 
troy at to enter into any resolutions 

pom the ssubject of his offences. What, 

then, must be the feelings of the people of 
Wiltshire, when they learat, that the satis- 
factery resolution’ of the House of Commons 
was so suddenly rescinded, without any good 


cause: absigned, ‘and apparently without any 
otler reason, than: Po Lord Melville and 





his supporters have an ‘objection’to trial’ by 


Jidge*and Jory ?,) What must°they, ‘an 
indeed>cwhat must the whole nation think, 


- of this sudden’ removal of the cause from 


— the Kinz’s Bench; “at the -instiga- 
prot ct el wore Fi Lord meta 


when fei cted, that 
bere reste * 
xt Ok tee House tad 
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| of proceeding by impeachment. 


How did 
he kiiow that? “If they liad, the impeach- 
ment would, as Mr. Fox ‘observed, have 
beet’ cartied., But, they had not: "There 
were, indeed, 195 membets’ (a minority 
most terrific ') who : approved of, and who 
voted for, the impeachment; but that was 
all. If Mr. Pittand his and'Lard Melville's 
adherents (for they are every where and al- 
ways the same); if they had’ approved: of 
the impéachment, w hy did they not vote 
for it? And, what confidénce must they 
have now to propose, that which they then 
not only opposed, but severely ples eas j 
In answer to this, they say; ‘* we may 

surely now propose that which we then 
** condemned, with a’ much consisteney as 
«you now condemn what you then. pro- 
*« posed.” But, not to say, that, at the 
time the Opposition proposed the impeach. 
ment, no mode of proceeding had ‘been 

fixed om by the House, there is now in the 
conduct of the Pitts and-Dundasses a reason 
more than sufficient to make'the Opposition 
condenm the proceeding which they before 
proposed. They before proposed it, for what? 
For the purpose, the avowed apd obvi ious pur 
pose, of obtaining justice forthecountry inthe 
punishment of Lord Melville; ‘or, which is 
as correct and a more illustrativi e way of ex- 
pressing the same thing, they then proposed 
an impeachment for the purpose of defeating 
the intentions and endeavours of those, who, 

from the first discussion of the subject to 
that hour, had been exerting themselves to 
the utmost fo prevent the inflic tion of any 
punishment at atl, ‘This was the view with 

which thé Opposition proposed an impeach~ 

ment, and with a view precisely the con- 

trary the Pitts and Pita opposed it. 
The proposal for an impeachment was re- 

jected; another mode of proceeding was 

fixed on; ‘and, now, when the Pitts and 

Dundasses, those who have been constantly 

endeavouring to preveot the success of every 

measure intended to produce the punishment 


| of Lord Melville ; when tliese peoplecome 


and propose to set aside one mocle’ of pro- 
ceeding in order to substitute another in its 
place, does not coneiiase as to the main 
object itmperiously demand that those, who 
before preferréd di at other mode should now 
prefer tie miode that was fixed on; that is 

o say, the méde, which, it how Fi pears, 
is the iniost feared by the relations, the ad- 
herent#; the assdciates, and, ‘probably, as it 
may yet appedr (hilndting, of course, we per- 
sons but of doors) the accomplices, ‘the 


| peri tbe trie ? The Attorney 
ha 


d‘openty “@eclared, that he was-sure of @ 
Debitdon upon the illegality of Lord Mel- 
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ville’s conduct; that is to say, upon the 

ids contained in those very resolutions, 
upon which Mr. Pitt, on the 8th of April, 
moved the House to declare him NoT GUILTY. 
And, when this same. Mr. -Pitt comes and 
proposes to take the case out of the hands. ot 
the Attorney General; to remove it. from 
the court where a conviction was officially 
declared to be certain, what ate we to 
think? . Nay, can we possibly have any 
doubt as to the infention, with which such a 
removal has been . proposed ? Coasistently, 
then, with their professed desire to obtain 
justice for the country, the Opposition were 
now compelled to.cbject to the rescinding 
of the order for the criminal prosecution. 
As to the probable dispositions and con- 
duct of the House of Lords, and the con- 
sequent event of the mode of proceeding 
now adopted, I say, with a writer in the 
‘Times newspaper, “* I hope, that, if there are 
‘* breasts so vile and corrupt as to foresee, 
“« or hope, any chance of evading or pro- 





“* crastinating justice before the august tri- | 


** bunal of the Lords, which appeared to 
** them desperate or precarious in the Court 
** of King’s Bench, they will not be less dis- 
** graced in the event, than they will. cer- 
“* tainly be disappointed., The eyes of the 
** people are by ath these perplexed. and 
** tortuous proecedings, directed in a paiti- 
** cular manuer to the House of Peers. in the 
** recommendation to which high honour, 
** Lord Melville has enjoyed so large a pro- 
" sea and of the confidence ef which 

e lately heid so great a share, as to have 
“been entrusted with more than forty 
“* provies.”’ Yes; his partisans boasted, 
boasted openly, and even in_print,. that, 
upon the evening of the threatened motion 
of the Marquis of Stafford, which. threat 
drove out the Addingtons, Lord Melville 
came with more than forty proxics in his 
pocket! Good God! A man, who, for 
sixteen years had been in the constant prac- 
tice of what has now been, by the House of 
Commons, declared to be a gross. violation 
of the law and a high breach of duty! 
More than forty proxies of peers of the 
realm in the pocket of aman who is now 
impeached at the bar of those peers for the 
lowest of all ible. crimes, and whose 


. 





present Honse of Peers.? For 1: perttipar. 
ever, Tun by.sic meats aims, then ip the. |. 
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end, -we shall ‘obiain complete justicé;° 


thongh no one can be at a loss to judge of 
the motives of those, who have all along op- 
pased every step towards a trial of any sort, 
and who now come t0 propose a mode. of 
trial which. they had before directly con- 
demned; now’, that i¢ cannot Le, for several 
months proceeded ia, There is no fear, that, 
finally justice will not be obtained. The atten- 
tion and the feelings of the nation have been 
so. thoroughly roused, and its suspicions 
have “been. excited to such ‘a degree, par- 
ticularly. by this last proceeding, that no- 


thing material will now escape notice. The- 


Attorney General .ias explicitly declared in 
open parliament, that in ite Court of King's 
Bench, a verdict avagmst Lord Melviile would 
have Leen certain. This declaration we must 
never sulfer, for 4 moment, to escape from 
our minds. } should have preferred, greatly 
preferred, a trial by Judge and Jury. As I 
took the liberty to staie before, whether we 
consider the rise or the general charatter, 
of the person accused, as well.as the cha- 
racter and particular cast and qualities of his 
supporters; or whether we consider thie na- 
ture of the charges against him, a Jury 
appears to be the most proper. tribunal. 
And, when we are rentinded of the maxim, 


that every man has a right’ to a trial by his 


peers, we should, could we restrain @ smile 
at the miserable fun, ask how. Lord ‘Thanet 
and Lord Abingdon came’ to’ be tried ‘by a 
jury; apd .we might, in addition, ask whe- 
ther we.are to take those who were the peers 
of the accused, at the time when the crime 
was committed, or when it. was detected. 
Suppose, for instance, that‘Mr. Trotter had 
been made a peer, as many others were, 
i the. year 1797, and Suppose, his ‘mixtie 
maxtie accotnt,- and his dealings with Mark 


‘Sprott bad come to light, in a few months 


terwards, will any one pretend, that he 
would have had a right. to ‘demand a trial 
before the House 
inconvenience of that House, the 


inevitable interruption of pabfit business,and 
to the certain great expense of the public? . 
It has. been said, that Lord M too, , 


will incur great expense ; that the trial by 
impeachment will ‘* ruin him ;” and it is 
indeed, possible, that the spunge may be 
tolerably well squeezed 5, but, 

*4 


ons. 2 





Tae. 
‘ali : 


HE t 
RSE 


Lords, to ‘the great 
almost - 








989 
Lor 
for, 
doy 
bre: 


TE TS 


tree 


how 
~“- 
qua 
and 
ce a 
Be 

whe 
to ft 
Wh 
mie 
Pit 
Ler 
in f 
ber: 
she 
duc 
wal 
Tre 
of i 
ing 
the 
bro 
yea 
mis 
the 
mir 
too, 
Pro 
vote 
and 








s 


~~ ot 


‘ 32 Pa SS 


ae | ee 


s_—--.cUC<ié«C re 


bl TS «oe 








989] - 
Lord Melville is now likely to be exposed ; 
for, while it keep’ up their spirits, it keeps 
down their reseutments, which, if suffered to 
break out,. might, by possibility, prove dan 
serous not only to themselves but iv their 


Jrwnds also. An ‘ accommodation” (olr! 
how much do,“ T thank thee, Jew, for giving 


‘me that word !") is a drug of very potent 
quality ; it keeps the patient easy aud quiet; 
and, in short, the word is, as Bardo! sh says, 
“a word of exceeding good coinmand.”’-—~ 
Be the consegvences of the impeachment 
what they may, however; it is now certainly 
to take place. On the 26th instant Mr. 
Whitbread, accompanied’ by about sixty 
members, amongst whom there was wt one 
Pittite, went to the bar of the’ House of 
Lords, and there preferred the impeachment 
in form... A-cominitice of twenty ene mem- 
bers, whose names ‘shall be given in the next 
sheet, was, the same day, appointed to eon- 
duct the prosecuudon. A bill 1s bringing for- 
ward forthe purpose of qualifying Mr. 
Trotter to be an evidence; and, the articles 
of impeachment will, doubtless, be prepared 
inafewdays. Thus, then, in spite of all 
the efforts to the contrary, here he is, safely 
brought up, at the end of a two-and-twenty 


year's career. Here he is, the great eeono= | 


mist, reformer, and impeacher, the close, 
the inseparable associate of the heaven-born 
minister, at last impeached himself, and that, 
too, (oh striking instance of the justice of 
Providence!) upon the motion and by the 
votes, of his own partisans, associates, friends, 
and relations ! : 
Parties.——The weil-known divisions, 
the. childish bickerings, in the cabinet, and 
the desperate state, in which the minister is 
placed, together with the desire of many 





well-meaning men, but, certainly very weak 


politicians, of seeing an union of the Oppo- 
sition with Mr. Pitt and the remains of his 
ogce, numerous. and powerful body of 
friends; all these circumstances conjoined 
gave, some days ago, rise to a report, that 
Mx. Fox had, in the debate of Friday, the 
21st. instant, declared, that, finding there 
was, ja, acertain quarter, an objection to 
himself, he would-not stand in the way of the 
wished-for union, and that he recommended 
to.his friends TQ JOIN WITH MR, PITT! This 
was the substance of the report, as given in 
the Morning Post, and papers devoted to the 
Pitt few of the ministry ; and, which re- 






porta tae me to assertto be entirely 
Pees Yeleinetieh, and for wha: 
purpose, these who are acquainted with the 


pe & “to the of 
persons whe were very near him, who, 
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upon such a topic could not fail to listen 
very attentively to what he said, were as fol- 
lows : ** Who can expect, that we sheuld give 
*€ extraordinary confidence’ (the question 
the vote of credit), ‘ or that foreign nations 
** should give. any confidence at all, to suck 
‘an administration as.the present? bam, 
perhaps, less canguine than othérs, with 
** respect to the good that.could- be done by 
“the best administration; but I feel my- 
* selt -stire, that an administration formed 
** to comprehend 2!) that is respectable ter 
*« rank, talents, character and infinence in 
“ the country, affords the only chance of 
‘*.safety ; and I trast, that nobody can sup- 
* pose, that any individual (however he may 
‘« disapprove, as I certainly do, the uncon- 
*«-stitutional principle of exclusion): weuld 
‘suffer any personal object of ambition, if 
‘© ambition he had, to standim the way of 
** the formation of such a ministry.” Now, 
what does this mean? cr what can it be 
tortured to mean further than the words im- 
port ? except, perhaps, to lay an implied re- 
sponsibility on Mr. Pitt, if de suffers. consi- 
derations respecting /as power, or personal 
situation to prevent the formation of such a 
ministry as Mr. Fox described.—As to the 
real state of the case, there can, it is my 
settled opinion,. be no. ministry, that would 
have any strergh or durability, without Mr, 
Fox. The thing is not practicable. Men 
may indulge their prejudices, and feed 
their hopes, as long as they please ; but 
the state of parties, of political influence 
and wishes, is such, that no efficacious 
ministry can now be formed witheut Mr. 
Fox, and that none, which would not com- 
pletely eradicate the last remains of confi- 
dence, cap be formed auth Mr. Pitt. ‘The 
readers of this work haye heard, till they 
are wearied, perhaps, my reasons tor wish- 
ing, as } Jong have wished, and as ‘I yet 
-earnestly do wish, that Mr. Pitt should no 
longer have the conducting of our public 
affairs. A year ago, I did, indeed, think, 
that, for the important purpose of insuring 
hormony at so trying acrisis, he might, and 
ought, to have been a member of the cabi- 
net, expressly declaring, however, that he 
ought by no means to be at the head; but, 
the last twelve months have made a great 
change in matters with respect to Mr. Pitt, 
His imbecillity as a war minister ; bis child- 
ish whims about the army, the volunteers, 
and the catamarans; his miserable and yet 
odious taxes: these might all be overlooked ; 
but, the discoveries made in the Tent Rz- 


PorT and during the es connected — 
therewith, eoxetdior with his conduct tela- 
tive to the several. propositions respecting 


‘Lord Melville, render it, in my opinion, 
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IMPOSSIBLE for him ever to be admitted 

any ministry not composed of men, 
who would, if occasion offered, do what he 
and Lord Melville have done; and here, I 
am thoroughly persuaded, I express the sen- 
timent of ninety-nine out of every hundred 
men in the kingdom. [This sulject shall Le 
resumed in my next.) 


 —— 


FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Gexoa vunizep to [’'rance. The fol- 
lowing articles, taken from the French 
Official Paper, contain an account of what 
has been done'relative to the Union of Ge- 
noa with France. 1805. 

Genoa, June 2. Some of our sena- 
tors, who were sent to Milan to the corona- 
tion of the Emperor Napoleon, as King of 
Italy, having returned here on the 24th of 
May, with M. Salicetti, the French minister, 
on the next day an extraordinary sitting of 
the Ligurian Senate was held, in which the 
most important question which could be 
submitted to the consideration of that assem- 
bly was discussed: The Genoesesenate, in 
this meeting, formally declared for an union 
with the French empire, proclaimed its con- 
ditions, and resol to submit it to the ap- 

robation of the le. 

£ U Becrce 

The senate, taking into consideration the 
actual state of the republic, and convinced 
that an independence, without strength or 
means fo protect its commerce, the only 
source of its national prosperity, is of rio ad- 
vantage to the state of Liguria, and that it 
cannot exist without being. united to the 
French empire, particularly since Piedmont 
has been incorporated-with it; considering, 
bésides, that the declaration made at the con- 
gress of Amiens, by the English govern- 
ment, that it could not recognise the repub- 
lic of Genoa until it had resumed its antient 
form (a condition to which the Ligurian peo- 
ple could: never consent), exposes it to the 
sévere necessity of being involved in all the 
naval wars which may arise between France 
and England; considering that if, on one 
side, the Barbary pewers, desolating the Li- 
guriah commerce, make aj} maritinte com- 
munication itn icable, so on the other 
our communi a by land are as ~~ in< 
terrupted | necessary svstem of the | 
ne of eustoms; considering, in 
fine, that the only means. of withdrawing 
ourselves from $0 critical of re~ 
of reccvering all q 

















. (Signed) 


decree 








Tig t ; a ori teges removitg 
1 the obstacles to our participating with the | 


commerce of France, the immense advan- 
tages whicli peace will assuredly procure for 
her, is to’ incorporate ourselves with the 
French nation, and that to obtain this favour 
it is adviseable to profit of the journey of the 
Emperor and King to Italy: decrees—— 
Articre I, The union of the kingdom of 
Italy with the French empire, shall be pro- 
posed to his Majesty the Emperor and King, 
under the following conditions :—1st. That 
all the Ligurian territory, withont the least 
reduction, shall compose an integral part of 
the French empire: 2d.That ithe debt of 
the Ligurian republic is to be liquidated in 
the same way with the debt of the French 
nation :_ 3d. That Genoa shall be a free port, 
with all the privileges thereunto annexed : 
4th. That in apportioning the land tax, due 
regard will be paid to the barrenness of the 
Ligurian soil, and the expenses of agricul- 
ture, more considerable than in any other 
country: 5th. That there are neither to be 
barriers nor custom-houses between France 
and Liguria : -6th. That the law of conscrip- 
tion shall only. apply to sailors: 7th. That 
the export and import duties shall be regu- 
lated in the manner the most favourable to 
the agriculture and mafwufactures of Liguria: 
8th. That all civil and criminal suits shall be 
decided either at Genoa or in some of the ad- 
jacent departments of the empire: gth. That 
all the proprietors of national property shal} 
be secured in the possession and full enjoy- 
ment of the said property——Arricts I. 
The présent decree shiall be immediately sub- 
mitted to the decision of the so 5 

Lazorti Lanzoua, Chief Ses 
cretary. Dated June 1, 1805. 

The registers having been «immediately 
opened throughout all Liguria, to receive the 
votes of the functionnaries and citizens, the 
decree of the senate was instantly ratified by 
a great majority of affirmative votes. The 








registers were collected at Genoa, and en+_ 


trusted to deputies, who yesterday set out to 
present them to the Emperor of the French, 
and to entreat his Majesty to bee the re- 
quest expressed.. Previous to departure’ 
of the deputies, official communication was 
made of the wishes of the Ligurians to the 


Austrian-Eavoy, Baron Giusti, in ‘the fol<— 


jowing note. 7s 3 

_ The undersigned senator, minister ‘for fo- 
fs dee, Wash honour to commitinicate 
to his excellency the’ envoy extraordinary 
the Emperor of Germany and Austria, the 
etree whereby the'senate’ has induced the 
union’ of the Ligurian ‘repablic with the 
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_French empire: a decree which has obtain- 


ed the sanction of the people, and in virtue 
of which a deputation has been appointed to 
lay before his Majesty the Emperor of the 
French and King of Italy, the wishes of the 
whole nation. His excellency has resided 
sufficiently long at Genoa to be satisfied of 
the impossibility under which this country 
laboured, of preserving its independence 
amidst events which have changed the face 
of Europe. Too weak to protect our com- 
merce and navigation, we have .constantly 
seen our flag insulted, and our coasts exposed 
to the pillage of the Barbary powers. While 
the great powers were occupied in making 
their flag. respected, they abandoned the 
weaker ones to the outrages of the enemies 
of the Christian name. Our interior police 
also was so difficultly circumstanced, that a 
band of robbers, who had taken refuge in the 
mountains, were become an object of terror 
to the neighbouring parts. On the other 
hand, England in the negotiations which 
preceded the treaty of Amiens, would not 
recognise the existence of our new state, nor 
the changes which we had thought proper 
to make in our constitution, by abolishing 
the aristocracy, and by preferring to all other 
advantages, that equality of rights, on which 
the prosperity of every commercial nation is 
founded, She has, in spite of our efforts to 
the contrary, included us in all her wars with 
France, and our maritime commerce has al+ 
ways been the prey to her tyranny. On the 
land side, we were so surrounded by the ter- 
ritory of the French empire, that if our city 
still possesses any commerce, we owe it to 
the Emperor, who has treated us with so 
much goodness, that he has made sacrifices 
in our favour to the possible prejudice of 
Nice and Marseilles. We had evcfy reason 
to apprehend, that in the course of time, his 
Majesty would not be able to continue to us 
these advantages ; and then, surrounded on 
all sides by the French custom houses, with- 
out territory, marine, or commerce, we 
should have been the most weak and miser- 
able nation. ‘The decree which united Pied- 
mofit to France, had already pronounced the 
union Of our territory with the French em- 
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pire, and of our city, which is onlya part: of 


Piedmont. In this state of affairs, -by an 
unanimity of opinion, which is unexampled 
in any nation, anxious to show ourselves 
worthy of our fathers, and unable, when left 


-to-ourselves, to give our flag that splendour 


and glory which.our ancestors have ebtained 
for it under different circumstances, we have 
resolved to recover that splendour, and that 
glory,-by incorporating ourselves with a great 
nation, and by submitting ourselves to the 
laws of a great prince, who has always ma- 
nifested towards us sentiments of friendship, 
and has honoured us with his partictar - 
protection, ‘The deputation, who carry the 
voice of the senate, of the doge, and of the 
people, depart this evening ; and when they 
shall have passed the frontiers of our territo- 
ries, we shall consider our independence) at 
an end, The government has thought it 
proper to communicate these circumstances 
to his Excellency the Baron de Giusti, and 
to assure his Majesty the Emperor of Ger- 
many and Austria, of their gratitude for the 
concern he has evinced on severa} occasions; 
and at the same time to acquaint his worthy 
representative at Genoa that his mission is 
hereby terminated. In placing ourselves 
thus under the laws of the French empire, 
we do not in the least add to her continental 
strength. Our population, few in number, 
is far from warlike. ‘The produce of our fi- 
nances will be entirely absorbed in the ex- 
penses of the defence of our coasts, and ‘the 
establishment of our arsenals. France, by 
this union, will obtain an augmentation of 
naval force; and we cannot but think that 
we are doing what is the wish of all the con- 
tinental powers, namely, to enable her to 
contend with the enemy of all nations, and 
the tyrant of the seas. The undersigned has 
the honour to reiterate to his excellency the 
minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraor- 
dinary, the expression of his entire esteem, 
and distinguished consideration. (Signed) 
Rogiert. Dated Genoa, June 1, 1805. 
Answer or Napotton to the Deputies, 
upon receiving the Decree of the Ligurian 
Senate. 
You, the doge, and deputies of the se 
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nate and people of Genoa.———Circum- 
stances and your wishes have often called 
upon mie, for the last ten years, to interfere 
in your domestic concerns. J have always 
endeavoured to procure peace for you, and 
to introduce those liberal ideas which could 
alone confer on your government that splen- 
dour which it formerly enjoyed. But [ early 
had convincing proof of the u{ter impossibi- 
lity in which you were placed to atchieve 
any thing worthy of your forefathers. A 
great change has taken place ; the new prin- 
eiples of maritime law, which the English 
have adopted, and compelled the greatest 
part of Europe to recognise; the right of 
blockade, which ‘it is in their power to ex- 
tend to places which are not blockaded, even 
to whole coasts and rivers, and which in 
effect is nothing else than to control at their 
pleasure the commerce of the world; the 
Increasing depredations of the Barbary pow- 
ers; all those circumstances presented to 
you only a nominal independence. _ Poste- 
rity will be grateful to me for having endea- 


vyoured to establish the freedom of the seas, 


and to compel the Barbary powers to refrain 
from molesting the weaker flags, and to live 
athome as agriculturistsand honest men. The 
welfare and the dignity of the human race 
were my only objects, At the treaty of 


Amiens, England refused to co-operate in | 
Since that time a gre:t | citizens, subscribed to the request which you 


| now make to me, dispel every objection I 


those liberal ideas. 
continental power has shewn as much repug- 
nance to the same principle. Alone to main- 
tain those principles, I should have had re- 
course to zrms; but J have no right to spill 
the blood of my people, except for their own 
peculiar interests. From the moment 
that Europe could not obtain from England, 
that the right of blockade should be restrict- 
ed to places really blockaded ; from the mo- 
ment that the flag of the weak was unpro- 
tected, and at the mercy of the piracy of the 
Barbary powers, there was no longer any 
maritime independence ; and from that mo- 
ment every sensible man must have foreseen 
what is now come to pass. Whenever a 





; commercial nation has no maritime indepen- 


dence, itbecomes incumbent on it to place it- 
sclf under protection of a more powerful flag. 
I will realize your expectations ; I will unite 
you to my great-people. I shall thereby ac- 
quire additional means:of rendering that pro- 
tection more powerful which I have always 
been so well disposed’ to extend to you. 


- My’ people will* with pleasure receive you. 


They know, that.at all times-you have. been 
friendly to their armies, and that you have 
weed san with all ‘your force, and with 


‘all your means “Dhey tiuid, moreover, in 





your territory, ports, apc an increase of ma- 
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ritime power, which is necessary for the 
support of their lawful rights against the ty- 
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rants of the seas. In the union with my 
people you will find a continent ;. you, who 
have only ports, and.the sea before you, will 
in this union find a flag, which, whateyer 
may be the pretensions of my enemies, I 
shall support throughout all the seas of the 
universe, free from insults or attacks, 
and against the right of blockading, which 
I shall never recognise, but in such places as 
are really blockaded by land as well as by 
sea. In short, in it you will find yourselves 
protected against that shameful slavery, 
which, contrary to my wishes, I am obliged 
to suffer weaker powers to endure, but 
against which I shal} always protect my sub- 
jects. Your people will always find, in 
the regard I have ever had for them, and in 
the parental sentiments I shall feel for them 
henceforth, the assurance that every thing 
which can contribute to their welfare shall 
be done for them. Doge, and gentlemen 
of the deputation of the senate, and people of 
Genoa, return to your country; I shall be 
there ere long, and will confirm the union 
which you and iny people are about to form. 
These barriers which separate you from the 
continent, shall be removed for the common 
interest, and things will soon be in their na- 
tural order. The signatures of all your 











might have had to make. ‘They constitute 
the only right which I consider as legitimate. 
In causing that law to be respected, I shall 
only establish the independence which I 


have promised you. 





Kincpom or Irary. The following ar- 
ticles are taken from the French Official 
Paper of the 5th of May, 1805. 





The solemn expression of the wishes of — 


Liguria to be united to France, has been al- 
ready followed at Milan by new ceremonials 
of the most important character. The first 
having taken place on the 4th instant, the 
Emperor and King presided in person on the 
7th, at the opening of the legislative assem- 
bly of the kingdom of Italy. This event has 
been rendered remarkable, by the commu- 
nication of a third constitutional code, which 
completes the monarchical government; and, 
as ai additional support, confers upon it the 
Order of the Iron Crown. The meeting of 
the Italian legislature was also distinguished 
by the presentation of Prince Eugene Beap- 
harnois, as Viceroy of Italy. His Majesty the 
Emperor and King, addressed the assembly 
in the following terms: . ’ 
(To be continued) 
. - 
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Table of the Number of Christenings and Burials within the Bills of Mortality, from December 1804 to 
Mays 1805, inclusives 
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| Table of the Prices of the Quartern 
Loaf, in London, from Dec. 1804 to 
May, 1805, inclusive. . 
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Table of the Pricés of Meat, Sugar, Salt,-and Coals, in 
London, from Dec, 18°4 to May, 180%, inclusive. 
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